
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 14, 2024

ACCUSATIONS 



ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian’s 40-day journey with 
the Lord to the cross and tomb, preparing for the proclamation of Easter. The 40 
days are reminiscent of several biblical events: Jesus’ 40-day fast at the beginning 
of his ministry, Moses’ stay on Mount Sinai at the giving of the Ten 
Commandments, Elijah’s fast on his way to the mountain of God. 

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a reminder of our mortality and a 
call to repentance. The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful is 
what gives Ash Wednesday its name. Throughout church history, writers have described the 
practice as a public expression of repentance and of our human frailty that stands in need of 
Christ. The ashes remind us forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall words 
from the rite for Christian burial: “...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust...,” words that 
will someday be spoken over us all. The imposition of ashes is observed widely by Christians 
of many traditions.  

GOD ON TRIAL   
The unbelieving world has always insisted on putting God on trial. As our society becomes 
more secular, we Christians are increasingly aware of the many ways in which God—and his 
people—are judged. Temptations are many in this environment: treating unbelievers as 
enemies, retreating from the world, even questioning God ourselves. How do we live as 
people of God in this hostile world? We find our model—and our motivation—in Jesus. This 
series takes us back to the moments when God was literally on trial before men in the 
person of Christ. In these inspired episodes, we find forgiveness for us and all people, love 
for our enemies, strength for our faith, and courage to testify to the truth.  

Ash Wednesday/Midweek 1 ...............Accusations....................................... Job 40:1,2; 42:1-6  
Midweek 2 ............................................. Restraint ................................................... Luke 22:47-53  
Midweek 3 ............................................. Testimony .......................................... Matthew 26:57-75  
Midweek 4 ............................................. Misconceptions ......................................... Luke 23:1-12  
Midweek 5 ............................................. Truth ......................................................... John 18:33-40  
Midweek 6 ............................................ Sympathy .................................................. Luke 23:26-34  
Holy Thursday ....................................... Respite ........................................................ Luke 22:7-20  
Good Friday ........................................... Evidence ............................................ Matthew 27:38-54  

OFFERING 
You may place your offering in the one of the plates located in the church entryway. Or, give 
electronically. Go to redeemertucson.com/offerings. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Presiding Minister 4:30pm: Pastor David Clark 6:30pm: Pastor Adam Mueller 
Preacher Pastor John Hartmann 
Organist/Pianist Nathan Reich 
Choir Directed by: Nathan Reich 
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† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

  

PSALM 51 
1  Have mercy on me, O God,  
       according to your unfailing love;  
   according to your great compassion  
 blot out my transgressions.  
2  Wash away all my iniquity  
 and cleanse me from my sin.  

3  For I know my transgressions,  
 and my sin is always before me.  
4  Against you, you only, have I sinned  
 and done what is evil in your sight,  
so that you are proved right when you speak  
 and justified when you judge.  
5  Surely I was sinful at birth,  
 sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  
6  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;  
 you teach me wisdom  
 in the inmost place.  

7  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;  
 wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  
8  Let me hear joy and gladness;  
 let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  
9  Hide your face from my sins  
 and blot out all my iniquity.  

10  Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
 and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
11  Do not cast me from your presence  
 or take your Holy Spirit from me.  
12  Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  

13  Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  
 and sinners will turn back to you.  
14  Save me from bloodguilt, O God,  
 the God who saves me,  
 and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  
15  O Lord, open my lips,  
 and my mouth will declare your praise.  
16  You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;  
 you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  
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17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
 a broken and contrite heart,  
 O God, you will not despise.  

18  In your good pleasure make Zion prosper;  
 build up the walls of Jerusalem.  
19  Then there will be righteous sacrifices,  
 whole burnt offerings to delight you;  
 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Silence for meditation.  

INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT   
Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all 
humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation.  But sin separates us from God, our 
neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our 
sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to 
him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place 
under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had 
no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 

During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything  
that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. 

I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit   
yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of   
reflection and self-examination. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
Most holy and merciful Father, 
We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, by our   
own grievous fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what  
we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our   
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. We have  
been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of  
Christ. We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in 
our lives. Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people. Our 
anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than 
ourselves. Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work. 
Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us. 
We confess to you, O Lord. 

Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and 
suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty. For all false judgments, for 
uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and contempt for those who 
differ from us. For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will. 
Forgive us, O Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
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ABSOLUTION  
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but 
rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.   

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we 
continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Be seated. 

HYMN  Savior, When in Dust to You | 393 

The Word 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us pray. 
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive 
those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of 
our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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FIRST READING Joel 2:12-19 
True faith looks to the Redeemer who will come to the penitent.  

12 “Even now,” declares the Lord,  
“return to me with all your heart,  
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”  

13 Rend your heart  
and not your garments.  

Return to the Lord your God,  
for he is gracious and compassionate,  

slow to anger and abounding in love,  
and he relents from sending calamity.  

14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity  
and leave behind a blessing—  

grain offerings and drink offerings  
for the Lord your God.  

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion,  
declare a holy fast,  
call a sacred assembly.  

16 Gather the people,  
consecrate the assembly;  

bring together the elders,  
gather the children,  
those nursing at the breast.  

Let the bridegroom leave his room  
and the bride her chamber.  

17 Let the priests, who minister before the Lord,  
weep between the temple porch and the altar.  

Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord.  
Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn,  
a byword among the nations.  

Why should they say among the peoples,  
‘Where is their God?’ ”  

18 Then the Lord will be jealous for his land  
and take pity on his people.  

19 The Lord will reply to them:  

“I am sending you grain, new wine and oil,  
enough to satisfy you fully;  

never again will I make you  
an object of scorn to the nations. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM Without His Cross 

SECOND READING  Revelation 3:1-3 
 Repentance that leads to salvation.  

1“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  

These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but 
you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for 
I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3 

Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and 
repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 
know at what time I will come to you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Ezekiel 18:30,32 
Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Turn away from all your offenses,” declares the Sovereign LORD.  
“I take no pleasure in the death of anyone. Repent and live!” 
Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:13-21 
Only one goes home justified.  

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.”  

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he 
said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 
17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’  

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 
good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’  
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20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward 
God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
Be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus Sinners Does Receive | 654:1-5 

SERMON “Accusations” 
Job 40:1,2; 42:1-6  

1 The Lord said to Job: 
2 “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?  

Let him who accuses God answer him!” 

1 Then Job replied to the Lord:  
2 “I know that you can do all things;  

no plan of yours can be thwarted.  
3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’  

Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,  
things too wonderful for me to know.  

4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak;  
I will question you,  
and you shall answer me.’  

5 My ears had heard of you  
but now my eyes have seen you.  

6 Therefore I despise myself  
and repent in dust and ashes.” 

Stand 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we come 
before you in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the nature we inherit 
and by the sinful thoughts and desires, words and actions that nature produces. Because of 
our sins, we deserve only your wrath and punishment.  Yet you reveal yourself, not only as a 
God of holiness and justice but as a God of mercy and love. Despairing of our own merits and 
worthiness, and in response to your gracious invitation, we come pleading for your forgiveness. 
Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 
You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 
You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all people. Help us 
grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and suffering, the mockery and ridicule, and the 
death and punishment he endured should have been ours. Help us understand that in 
incomprehensible love he suffered and died for us. 
Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 

In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our Savior for the forgiveness he has won 
for us, and ask for God’s continued grace to remove any doubt that we are forgiven. 

Time for silent meditation. 

God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the way of the 
cross. As we contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in our faith. Renew in 
us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your love in our lives.  Give us the desire and the ability 
to boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so that all for whom you lived and died may 
join us in fellowship now and in your presence forever. 
We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and ourselves in 
body and spirit to you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your promise, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 

Stand 

The Sacrament  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the 
gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who 
overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross 
and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION  
In keeping with the Bible's teaching on Holy Communion, Redeemer celebrates 
the sacrament with her members and those who belong to her church body, the 
WELS.  If you are not yet a member of Redeemer or WELS, please speak with a 
pastor before communing. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN God, Be Merciful to Me | Psalm 51(D) 
In unison 

 

 

 

 

5 Gracious God, my heart renew, 
make my spirit right and true; 
    let me not abandoned be, 
    let your Spirit dwell in me; 
your salvation’s joy impart, 
steadfast make my willing heart. 

6 Sinners then shall learn from me 
and to God restored shall be; 
    Savior, all my guilt remove, 
    and my tongue shall sing your love; 
touch my silent lips, O Lord, 
and my mouth shall praise accord. 

7 No attempted sacrifice 
has acceptance in your eyes; 
    broken hearts are in your sight 
    more than sacrificial rite; 
contrite spirit, pleading cries, 
you, O God, will not despise. 

8 Prosper Zion in your grace 
and her broken walls replace; 
    then our righteous sacrifice 
    shall delight your holy eyes; 
freewill off’rings, gladly made, 
on your altar shall be laid. 
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Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look on you with favor T and give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  On My Heart Imprint Your Image | 405 
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