
 

 

THE LIVING LORD 
GIVES PROOF 

AND PEACE  

Second Sunday of Easter  

April 7, 2024



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Tucson, Arizona 

RESURRECTION REALITY   
St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Big 
word: Indeed! Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy 
ending to another epic fable. The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not 
just a holiday. Easter is history. On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar 
moment that defines reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But 
Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the 
Son of God, our Lord and Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, 
rotten end of us all. But Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection 
proves that “all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does 
not just change our future, but the way we look at life now.  

The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of Easter “a joyful 
week of weeks”—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this glorious 
season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality.  

THE LIVING LORD GIVES PROOF AND PEACE   
In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by only one 
person. A self-proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some special encounter with 
God. “No really! Just trust me. It really happened.” The resurrection reality is so very 
different. In the Great Resurrection Chapter (1 Corinthians 15), St. Paul writes an entire 
paragraph listing all the people to whom Jesus appeared after he rose, including a group of 
over five hundred at one time. It is like St. Paul is telling skeptics, “You don’t need to take my 
word for it. Hundreds of us saw Jesus back from the dead.”  

The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength to those early believers. They 
knew there was more to their existence than just their time on earth. They knew the reality 
that eternal life was theirs, a gift from their living Lord. It gave them incredible joy and 
courage. May the resurrection reality give us the same.  

God bless your worship. 

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and 
you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This 
wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. 
Receive me, my Savior. Amen. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Mueller 
Preacher Pastor David Clark 
Organist/Pianist Tina Christianson 
Cantor Sarah Williams 
Usher Teams           8:00am: Scott & Conner Etzenhouser, Charlie Weinstein 
 10:45am: Bruce Thomas, Bob Boschee, Clyde Brumfield 
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† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

Greeting and welcome 

OPENING HYMN  This Joyful Eastertide | 449:1-2 

Stand 

INVOCATION  1

In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

ABSOLUTION  2

Christ was born. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 
through his called servant:  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.1

 The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins 2

of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23.
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GLORY BE TO GOD  This Is the Feast | 938:1-2,5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710162 

Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710162 

The Word 
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SALUTATION  3

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Let us pray. 
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 
Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 
assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

FIRST READING  Acts 18:1–11 
The Easter gospel is the power of God, first for the Jews, then for the Gentiles. 

1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native 
of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a 
tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in 
the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when the Jews opposed 
Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood 
be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 
of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and 
many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.  

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not 
be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have 
many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of 
God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word section of the service.3
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PSALM OF THE DAY  This Is the Day | 16(B) 
Cantor: 1st refrain, verses  Congregation: repeat 1st refrain, remaining refrains, gloria 

 

 

 
  
LORD, you alone are my portion / and my cup; 
    you make my / lot secure. 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant / places; 
    surely I have a delightful in- / heritance. 
I keep my eyes always / on the LORD. 
    With him at my right hand, I will not be / shaken.   Refrain 
  
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue re- / joices; 
    my body also will / rest secure, 
because you will not abandon me to the realm / of the dead, 
    nor will you let your Holy One / see decay. 
You make known to me the / path of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,  
    with eternal pleasures at / your right hand. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Dale A. Witte Setting: Dale A. Witte 
Music: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House.  

Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710162 

6



SECOND READING  1 John 1:1–4 
John witnessed the living LORD with his own eyes. 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what 
we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 20:29 
Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen  
and yet have believed. 
Alleluia. 

GOSPEL  John 20:19–31 
Jesus offers proof and peace to his disciples. 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And 
with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his 
sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”  

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
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29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.”  

30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Sons and Daughters of the King | 456:1,4,6-8 

SERMON  “Jesus Is the One!” 
John 20:19–31 

We know him by his marks. 
We know him by his promises. 

Stand 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
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    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
You may place your offering in the one of the plates located in the church entryway before or after the 
service. To give electronically, go to redeemertucson.com/offerings. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
   on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours 
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Stand 
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The Sacrament 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei (Brit) | 1031 

 

 

 

Text: Michael D. Schultz Tune: George J. Elvey 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710162 

Tune: Public domain 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION  
In keeping with the Bible's teaching on Holy Communion, Redeemer celebrates 
the sacrament with her members and those who belong to her church body, the 
WELS.  If you are not yet a member of Redeemer or WELS, please speak with one 
of our pastors before communing. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing | 675 

Stand 

PAX DOMINI 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 

CLOSING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns | 511:1-3
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 

8845 N Silverbell Road - Tucson, AZ 85743

w w w . r e d e e m e r t u c s o n . c o m  -  ( 5 2 0 )  5 7 2 - 8 1 3 6  

c h u r c h o f f i c e @ r e d e e m e r t u c s o n . c o m  

P a s t o r  A d a m  M u e l l e r  –  p a s t o r m u e l l e r @ r e d e e m e r t u c s o n . c o m  

P a s t o r  J o h n  H a r t m a n n  -  p a s t o r h a r t m a n n @ r e d e e m e r t u c s o n . c o m  

P A S T O R  D A V I D  C L A R K  -  P a s t o r c l a r k @ R E D E E M E R T U C S O N . C O M

❖ Please reserve the pews in the back of 
the church for families with small 
children. 

❖ Restrooms are located in the entrance 
area of the church. A changing table is 
available in the women’s restroom. 

❖ A quiet room with a window is available 
in the entrance area of the church and 
offers live audio of the service. Parents 
may use this room to calm a restless child. 

❖ If you would like to know more about Redeemer, visit 
redeemertucson.com or contact one of our pastors. 
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