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Dear parents, guardians and students, 

Welcome 
It is hard to believe that the beginning of the school year is next week already. I pray that you 
have had a wonderful summer, and I pray that we have a great school year together. I am very 
excited to teach 4th and 5th grade this year. This will be my first year teaching 4th grade, and I 
am really looking forward to it. I love the enthusiasm for learning that students this age have, 
and I hope to help them get even more excited about learning throughout the year.  It is my 
absolute joy to share the love of Jesus everyday with your children. This is what sets 
Redeemer apart from others, and I view it as a true privilege to be able to serve God and your 
family.  

Technology  
I really enjoy using technology, and I feel that it can also be very helpful in the classroom. I 
believe that our society has developed many tools which can be used in many God pleasing 
ways in all areas of our lives. One of my goals this year is to teach students to use a variety of 
technology tools on the computer in order to enhance their learning. If your child has a tablet or 
laptop, and you would like them to use it in the classroom, please let me know. I am sure that 
we could put it to good use in our classroom. If students do bring their own devices into the 
classroom, they will need to store them in the designated area in the classroom when they are 
not using them. This will reduce the temptation to use the devices in ways that will distract 
learning.  

Using the Internet is a great tool, but it does come with risks because of the amount of trash 
that exists.  However, I believe that if we as parents and teachers work together, we can make 
sure to filter the bad, and the students will be able to make good use of the tools that God has 
given us. I would like for your child to have a school email address. Both you and I will always 
have access to this email. Please refer to the document that is being handed out at the home 
visits. I would encourage you to log into this email address often to help your child learn 
appropriate uses for email. I feel that the server we are using, Google Apps, has a very good 
filter that keeps a lot of junk out of the inbox.  

If any issues ever arise with the technology tools that we are using, please discuss this with 
me right away. Technology is important, but there are also many precautions that we need to 
make. 

Classroom Management 
We would all like the year to run perfectly, but because of the sin that is around us and in us 
this will not happen.  It is my prayer that through the use of the law and gospel we can work 
through all situations in a God pleasing way. The law will be used to point out sin as a behavior 
that is unacceptable in the eyes of God. This is done to help us to realize our place before God 
and our deep need for the love that he has for us. The gospel will then be used to give the 
assurance that our sins are all wiped away because of Jesus sacrificial death on the cross. 
When God looks at us, he sees the perfect life that the Jesus lived, and he no longer sees the 
sins we have committed. We are his perfect saints who can now use the law as a guide that 
shows us ways that we can thank and praise him for all that he has done for us.  



A list of classroom rules will be developed by working together with the students on the first 
day of school. I want their feedback of what they feel will best help us have an environment 
that is most suitable for learning. We will use God’s Word as the ultimate source of what is 
acceptable and what is not. Then these classroom rules will be posted in the classroom. I will 
also communicate this list with parents.   

We will be using a classroom economy this year called Booth’s Bucks as a way to enforce the 
classroom rooms. This program is described in a separate document.  

When our school rules or classroom rules are not followed, the law will also be used as a curb 
through the use of consequences. The goal of using the law in this way is to keep the sinful 
nature in check. The consequences will be monitored using a check system on a note card. At 
the end of every day these checks will be erased, so that every morning there will be a fresh 
start.  

1. On the first offense a warning will be given to the student, so that the student is aware 
of his/her actions. This also gives the student an encouragement to change the action.  
This warning may be a verbal or a nonverbal warning. 

2. If the inappropriate behavior continues, the student’s name will be written on a notecard 
and checks will be added for each continued infraction. Each offense will result in a fine 
(Booth Bucks). The amount of the fine will vary depending on the severity of the 
inappropriate behavior. Other privileges may be revoked at this time as well. It will be 
my goal that the privilege that is revoked is a natural consequence of the rule that was 
broken. 

3. When the fourth checkmark is added, the school wide discipline policy will be followed, 
and the student will be sent to the principal's office. This is listed in the Handbook on 
page 10. This will always include a phone call to the parents/ guardians, so that we can 
work together with your child to correct the problem. 

It is my hope and prayer that I will not have to go beyond this point.  If the misbehavior of the 
student is more severe, any of the previous steps above may be bypassed in order to deal with 
the situation in an appropriate way.  

If a student hurts someone else by his/her actions, an apology will be expected.  We are sinful 
Christians dealing with each other in a sin-filled world.  Therefore as sinners we will inevitably 
hurt one another, but then as Christians we can restore the bond that we have to one another 
through the forgiveness of Christ. 

Assignments 
Assignments are an important part of the learning process. They give students the opportunity 
to practice what was taught in class. They also give teachers an idea of what each individual 
student knows, so that individual needs can be addressed.  All students are expected to do 
assignments to the best of their abilities.  To help students accomplish this I have listed the 
following guidelines to completing homework. Any assignments that are not completed at 
school will become homework. I would not expect 4th graders to have more than 40 minutes of 
homework per night, and 5th graders to have more than 50 minutes of homework per night. If a 
student has more than this, please contact me so that we can correct this. Your child will have 
several teachers throughout the day. We as teachers will try to work together to not give too 



much homework or have too many tests on any one day. From time to time the homework load 
may be heavier than normal, and again if this happens, please let me know.  

1. All assignments should be written in the assignment planner. If you do not have one, 
they are available to purchase in the school office.  

2. All assignments are to be completed for the next day unless otherwise stated.  
Assignments are due at the beginning of the school day at 8:30 A.M. on the date it is 
due. Teachers will collect assignments when the subject begins.  

3. All assignments are to be done neatly and completely.  If they are not, they will need to 
be redone until they are neat and complete. 

4. If you have a question on an assignment, every effort should be made to ask before 
school starts. Please feel free to call me in the evening before it is due. My phone 
number is 520-329-1647 please feel free to call or text. You can also email me at 
michael.peek@redeemertucson.com. Please also feel free to contact me with any 
other questions or concerns that you may have.   

5. All assignments, even assignments that aren’t due the following day, must be complete 
before extra privileges will be granted. (i.e. Extra computer time, playing games, etc.) 

6. If you are absent, you will have the number of days you were gone to complete the 
assignments.  (i.e. If you were sick Monday and Tuesday, you will have 2 days, until 
Friday morning, to complete all assignments that were missed.) 

7. If you will be gone on vacation, I will be glad to give you the assignments ahead of time 
if possible.  Please let me know in writing when you will be gone, and I will do my best 
to provide the assignments for you.  I generally do lesson plans one week ahead of 
time. I generally do not give tests ahead of time. 

8. Finally, please talk to me.  I will not catch all problems that all students are having, so 
the only way for me to know is to tell me.  I love to teach and would be happy to try to 
teach a little differently, so that you can understand and succeed. 

Assignments that are not done by the beginning of the day will be considered late.  The policy 
for this is listed in the Handbook pages 12-13. I will also be incorporating the Booth Bucks 
classroom economy into my classroom late work policy.  

I view daily assignments as practice in learning the material, therefore a grade is not really 
needed. Feedback will certainly be given, but a letter grade may not be given. Therefore, 
please expect to see papers come home that do not have grades on them. The students and I 
will then use the feedback to understand what needs to be done next to improve. Quarter 
grades will come more from summative assessments like tests and projects. These will show 
me what the students have learned, and this is what I will base the quarter grade on. I feel that 
student motivation and learning will be enhanced through this process.  

Our school day will begin promptly at 8:30 am with the most important subject of the day, 
Christ Light. The doors open at 8:15 am, and I encourage you to arrive as close to 8:15 am as 
possible. This will give your child time to greet their classmates, unpack their backpacks, and 
prepare themselves mentally and physically for the day. Students who arrive after 8:30 am will 
be marked tardy. Please refer to pages 16-17 of the Handbook for the school policy. When 
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your chid arrives late, it makes it a difficult start to the day for your child, your child’s 
classmates, and for the teacher.  

Home / School Communication 
Every Monday all corrected assignments and notes from school will be sent home in a student 
folder.  The main purpose of this folder is for you to see the corrected assignments that your 
child has done.  I encourage you to go through these assignments with your child, so that we 
can work together to fix any problems that your child might be having.   

You will also be able to see the grades for your child’s homework and tests online through the 
parent portal of HeadMaster. You will receive log-in information for this soon.  I encourage you 
to view this website often. You will also be able to see what homework your child has not 
turned in. It is my desire to have all homework entered into HeadMaster by Sunday evenings 
for the previous week.  

Communication between school and home is very important. It is my prayer that I am 
successful in staying in contact with you. Please feel free to contact me with any questions, 
comments, or concerns that you have. 

Contact Information 

Email: principal@redeemertucson.com or michael.peek@redeemertucson.com 

Phone School: 520-572-8136 Home: 520-329-1647 

Chapel 
Every Wednesday we will start the morning by gathering as a family of believers for chapel. 
The theme for this year will be “Fearfully and Wonderfully Made.” Families are invited to join us 
for all of these chapel services. Families can sit together as a family and can go directly to the 
church. If the family is not able to attend, then students should meet in the classroom as 
normal. It is wonderful to be able to gather around God’s Word together as a school every 
week.  

Final Instructions 
After you have read through this document, please sign and date the last page and return it on 
the first day of school. I also ask you to provide me with some information on the last page that 
will hopefully increase communication opportunities.  

It is the love for our Savior that motivates us in all we do in our lives.  This is true in the 
classroom as well.  The students will be reminded of this often.  We get along with one 
another, do all we do to the best of our abilities, and follow all guidelines because of the love 
that we have for Christ our Savior.  Once again I look forward to the new school year.  It is an 
honor to know that I will be given the privilege to teach, not just math and science, but most 
importantly God’s Word to your child(ren) this year. 

Humbly in His service, 

!  

Michael Peek 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Please fill out this page and return it to me by the first day of school. 

!
My child(ren) ________________________ and I have read, understood, and agreed with the 
guidelines and consequences that are set up in this letter. 

!
_______________________________                     _______________________________ 

  Parent/ Guardian Signature and Date                           Student Signature and Date 

!
What is your preferred method of communication? (cell phone, home phone, email, text, pony 
express, morse code, etc…) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

!
Comments: 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________


